Categories may be recognized due to their conspicuously distinct shape, or merely by gaps in their size-range. Currently, more than 150 species of Mycale have been described in the world (e.g., Doumenc & Lévi, 1987) , but the generally complex set of morphological characters of these species (up to eight categories of microscleres) tends to make their identification fairly straightforward (Hajdu & Desqueyroux-Faundez, 1994 ).
The presence of micracanthoxeas as a spicular element in the genus Mycale was first mentioned for M. micracanthoxea Buizer & Van Soest, 1977, originally reported from the northeastern Atlantic Ocean, and later from the Strait of Gibraltar (Carballo & García-Gómez, 1994 micracanthoxea.
from the Pacific Ocean (Reiswig & Kaiser, 1989) and M. escarlatei from the tropical western Atlantic (Hajdu et ah, 1995 (1978) and Hajdu (1994 
Systematic descriptions
Order Poecilosclerida Topsent, 1928 Suborder Mycalina Hajdu, Van Soest & Hooper, 1994 Family Mycalidae Lundbeck, 1905 Genus Mycale Gray, 1867 Subgenus Aegogropila Gray, 1867 Diagnosis. - Microscleres: Anisochelae-I (Fig. 2a) Toxas-I, bow-shaped (Fig. 2d) . Dimensions: 75-(104.8)-120.5 x 2-3 pm.
Toxas-II, thin, oxea-shaped (Fig. 2d) 
